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(pointing to the absence of an idol for worship), a river
without water (referring to the dry Palar river) and a fort
without a king. (Sri Jalakanteswara has since been
consecrated there with his consort and several other
demi-goddesses).

The group that had gone to Vellore, stayed there for
four days to meet an acquaintance, but he was not in
town at that time. During the entire period of their stay at
Vellore, the friends bound for Channasamudram could
not have their bath and had to wear soiled clothes only. In
the same condition, they visited Channasamudram too
and were returning to vellore after finishing their work at
that place.

It was hot even by 9 A.M. The Palar bed lies between
Melvisharam and Kizhvisharam, near Vellore. The Palar
river, bereft of water, was then presenting a sandy stretch
below the road bridge and washermen were found to be
engaged in their task of rinsing the clothes, with the water
available from the temporary pits they had dug in the river
bed. Bheemanna Rao, on seeing those pools, suggested
to Kuppanna Rao that they could take their bath there
and have the clothes washed and dried up, before
journeying further. The others also felt that it was a
godsend for all of them and as such got down to the river
bed.

By the time they finished their bath and had the
clothes washed and dried, it was well past 11 A.M. The
sun was blazing hot and all of them were feeling the pinch
of hunger. From the river they had to walk 2 kms to the
Main Road and then proceed to Arcot.